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Editorial

Since our last issue the society has
enjoyed a fascinating if somewhat ma-
cabre exposition by Stephen Slater on
The Heraldic Funeraland another
excellent dinner at The Wharf in
Langport, followed byThe Confes-
sions of a Copyistan intriguing talk
by Roland Symons. Our AGM in
February was attended by twelve

Following the business there was a presentation by the Secretary

entitled The Buckingham ArmsReflections on a Doomed Duke-
dom As a followup to this talk, observations on the arms of the
1st of the Villiers Dukes of Buckingham appear later in this jour-

nal. We have organised visits this summer to Bristol Cathedral

and the Lord Mayoros Chapel;
and to Powderham Castle, seat of the Earls of Devon.
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THE BERKELEYS OF PYLLE
By Stephen TudsberyTurner

In our last issue Alex Maxwell Findlater introduced us to the world
of the Berkeley family in both Gloucestershire and Scotland. We
now return to the village of Pylle in Somerset where that indomita-
ble family also had significant connections.

When King Henry VIII

dissolved the monaster-
ies in 1539 and the last
Abbot of Glastonbury
met his gruesome end
on Glastonbury Tor,
Pylle was granted to Ed-
ward Berkeley, third son
of Sir Henry Berkeley of
Bruton, a direct descen-
dant of Sir Maurice
Berkeley, the second son .\
of Lord Berkeley of

Berkeley Castle, who
died in 1326.. Sir Ed-
ward, as he became,
built a house at Pylle

: O Frnenel Bty of o Bk
and his descendants @/fﬁﬁ{n/ﬁ&g
were to remain in the " 797

village for over two hun-

dre(.j years .and. to be a.'s_ Fig. 1 The armorial bearings of Edward
sociated with it, albeit Berkeley of Pylle and his wife Elizabeth
under another name, for Ryves.

almost another two cen-
turies.

Bookplates, or o6ex | ibrisé as t

bels usually pasted inside the front covers of books to indicate own-

ership. They have been used in this country since the sixteenth cen-

tury and have been made by coppagraving, etching, steel or

wood engraving, lithography or one of the forms of process printing
which reproduce multiple copies from an original drawing. The ma-
jority of Dbookplates wuntil

these are more common than armorials today.

The bookplate illustrated opposite is that of the Duke of Somerset,
an appropriate choice for our first venture. Judging by its style, the
plate probably dates from the early years of the 19th century. The
arms are blazoneQuarterly 1st and 4th , Or on a pile gu. between
six fleursdelys az. three lions of England passant guardant or
(being the augmentation granted by Henry VIII on the marriage of
Lady Jane Seymour). 2nd and 3rd, Gu. Two wings conjoined in lure
or (Seymour). Crest: Out of a ducal coronet or a phoenix ppr. Sup-
porters: Dexter an unicorn arg. ducally gorged per pale az. and or,
chained of the last. Sinister, a bull ducally gorged and chained or.

The ensemble was completed by the ducal coronet and the motto

Foy Pour Devoir or Fidelity for Duty. The purist might complain
that the two supporters are a little too naturalistic for heraldic taste,
but they certainly have a sprightly look about them.

None of the dukeds homes were |
set but his chief seat, Maiden Bradley, was just over the border in
Wiltshire.

Reminder: Annual Subs are now overdue. £10 single anfl £15
for joint membership.
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crests, but sometimes pictorial subjects have been used instead, and
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EX LIBRIS

It has been suggested that as various members of our society are in-
terested in heraldic bookplates (ex libris as bookplates are rightly
called) The Somerset Dragoshould run a regular feature on such
items. Never let it be said that we are not receptive to new ideas, so
here goes with our first offeridgto be repeated if it goes down well
with our readership.

Somerset.
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Sir Edward was succeeded by his son Edward, who in turn was suc-
ceeded by his son, another Edward. This third Edward was followed
by his two sons, Maurice and then William, and it was either of
them who must have built the present manor house. The third Ed-
ward is commemorated by a splendid shield of arms that remains to
this day on the wall of a cottage to the south of the village. It de-
picts the arms of Berkel ey, on
his wife, Elizabeth Ryves.

Maurice Berkeley commanded a regiment of the Somerset militia at
the Battle of Sedgemoor in 1685, when the army of King James Il
defeated a rebel force led by his nephew, the handsome-tatedl
Duke of Monmouth. Maurice died without issue in 1717, leaving
his estates to his brother William. This William Berkeley succeeded
to the fortune of Sir William Portman Bt., and in 1735 he assumed
the name and arms of Portman.

William Berkeley Portman had a son Henry, who died in 1761 and
who was the ancestor of the Lords Portman, a second son Edward,
who died in 1778, and a daughter Laetitia. On the death of William,
two years after his name change, his elder son Henry inherited the
Portman estates while the younger, Edward, inherited Pylle. He
lived at Pylle until his death when the estate passed to his sister
Laetitia.

There is a brief mention of Edward Berkeley in the diary of Parson
Woodforde on the 10th June 1762 when the cleric noted that,
O0Brot her Hughes came and we wen
where we spent part of the afternoon with the Colonel and Mr Wil-

A

l i am Overton, his steward. 06

Laetitia Berkeley had married Sir John Burland, one of the Barons
of the Exchequor, in 1747. She survived her brother for a year and
di ed, according to her memori al
Manor (which on her decease reverted to the male branch of her
family) on the 29th June 1779 i



The Portmans were a family of distinction in Somerset in the reign

of King Edward | when Thomas Portman owned an estate in the St Leonardo6s Church in Butleigh
county. A direct descendant of Thomas Portman was Sir William shields of arms of Lord Glastonbury and his father and a window in
Portman, Lord Chief Justice of England, who died in 1555, and his the north aisle edged with shields in stone commemorating Lord
grandson Sir John Portman of Orchard Portman was created a bar- Gl astonburyos descent on both tf
onet in 1612 -great§andsonwashWwillias Begkeleya t family.
of Pylle. What is slightly surprising is that the bearings on Lord Glaston-
buryés coat of ar ms, Loemplete Peert e d
age of 1799, seem to be those of his cousin, the 1st Marquis of
Fig. 2 The armorial bear- Buckingham. The four quarterings shown are 1 Grenville, 2 & 3
ings of the Viscounts Port- Temple and 4 Leofric; all appropriate for both men. The Nugent
man. Quarterly of four, 1 escutcheon in pretence is on the other hand accurate only for the

and 4 Portman, 2 and 3

marquis, who married the heiress Mary Nugent in 1775 and suc-
Berkeley.

ceeded as Earl Nugent in 1788. The 1809 edition of Kearsley con-

tains the same arms minus the inescutcheon, while we have been
informed that an even later edition contains arms similar to those

illustrated in Fig. 1. All very mysterious.

Rol and Symonso6s picture
gives this more accurate rep-

resentation of Lord Glaston-

buryo6s achievement . Eagl e
eyed readers will note that

the standard Grenville crest

The Pylle estate was inherited | of_agarbhasbeen_charged

nephew and it was his grandson, Edward Berkeley Portman of with a mullet, as in Fig.

Bryanston in Dorset and Orchard Portman in Somerset, who was 2,presumably acknowledging . o
created the first Baron Portman in 1837 and the first Viscount Port- t he fact . that hi's lordshipos
man in 1873. Lord Portman served as Lord Lieutenant of Somerset fa;her was th? third son of

from 1840 to 1864 and as he had a choice of several houses in which Richard Grenville.

y _ : Fig. 3 Lord Gl astontl
to live, including Bryanston House, Orchard Portman, Wentworth from Kearsleyodos Peer :
Lodge near Bournemouth and a town house at 22, Portman Square
in London, it will be readily appreciated that his appearances at The Butleigh estate had been |e

Pylle were few and far between. The second viscount died in 1919
and the following year the 1,585 acre Portman estate was sold. Pylle
and the Portmans had parted company.

1738 and he inherited it himself in 1783. On his own death in 1825
the property passed to a distant cousin, the Rev. George Neville,
later Dean of Windsor.
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