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Editorial It is with great pleasure that we 
are able to announce that Alex Maxwell 
Findlater, who was instrumental in founding 
our society in January 2003 has agreed to 
become its president. Alex is now based in 
Scotland, where he is chairman of the Scottish 
Heraldry Society, but at least part of his heart 
is still with us here in Somerset. 

The illustration opposite is a 
card from Taddy's "Heraldry 
Series" of c. 1913. It shows 
the arms of the ninth Duke of 
Beaufort. For more infor
mation on this fascinating set 
of cigarette cards see the arti
cle on p. 14. 

Notification has just been received of the 
death of Tony Ryan, a long standing and 
much valued member of the society. A full 
appreciation wil l appear in the August issue 
of The Somerset Dragon. Tony wil l be 
greatly missed by his many friends and fel
low enthusiasts. 
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R E F L E C T I O N S ON A D O U B L E - H E A D E D E A G L E 
B Y S T E P H E N S L A T E R 

My favour i te herald ic 
charge happens to be 
the doub le headed 
eagle . It is met wi th in 
Engl ish heraldry for 
t ime to t ime but more 
often is assoc ia ted 
wi th cont inental f am i 
l ies l inked wi th the old 
Holy R o m a n (later 
Aust r ian) Empi re , 
whe re of course it w a s 
the symbo l of the e m 
peror himself. 

S o m e t ime back in The Somerset 
Dragon I showed a rare instance of an 
Engl ish fami ly that p laced its shield of 
a rms on the imperial doub le eagle, that 
being Arundel l of Wardour , one of our 
(sadly ext inct) most noble of Cathol ic 
fami l ies, w h o had the dist inct ion of be
ing counts of the Holy R o m a n E m 
pire. I know of few other Engl ish fami 
lies that emp loyed that herald ic conceit , 
a l though a m o n g t h e m we re the Dukes 
of Mar lborough, Earls Cowper and the 
Earls of Denb igh . 

I have in my little bookpla te col lect ion two plates wh ich inc lude in their 
des ign the imperial eag le ( technical ly used as a 'supporter ' ) and they 
caused me to look into the respect ive c la ims to that ' fearful w i ld 
fowl ' (as I have seen it te rmed) . The fact that neither fami ly in quest ion 
c la ims ei ther the doub le eagle or the tit le of 'Count of the Holy R o m a n 
Empire ' c a m e about th rough the wr i t ings of the great genealogis t (and 
wr i ter on herald ic matters) John Horace Round (1889-1928) . 

2 


